Maine Revised Statutes

Title 20-A: EDUCATION
Chapter 203: ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

84271. START-UP FUNDING FOR PUBLIC PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

1. Start-up funding. To the extent the State provides adequate start-up funding, school administrative
units may operate public preschool programs or provide for students to participate in such programsin
accordance with the requirements of this Title. For the purposes of this subchapter, "start-up funding” means a
one-time, start-up grant awarded to a qualified school administrative unit that submits an implementation plan
that is approved by the department for the operation of anew or expanded public preschool program.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW .]

2. Allowable costs. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent school year, the
State may provide start-up funding for the allowable costs to operate public preschool programs for children 4
years of age under this subchapter.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW .]

3. Grant funds. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent school year,
the commissioner may provide start-up funding to qualified school administrative units to operate public
preschool programs for children 4 years of age. Grants provided for allowable costs for approved public
preschool programs must be provided from state, federal or private funds appropriated, allocated or
authorized by the Legislature for that purpose and must include $4,000,000 annually in revenues distributed
from general purpose aid for local schools that the department receives from casino slot machines or casino
table games pursuant to section 15671, subsection 5-A. Any balance of funds appropriated, allocated or
authorized by the Legislature remaining at the end of afiscal year do not lapse and are carried forward to the
next fiscal year to carry out the purposes of this subchapter.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW .]

4. Qualifications; rules. To qualify for agrant under this section, a school administrative unit must
submit an implementation plan to the department for the operation of a new or expanded public preschool
program. The qualifications established for implementation plans must contain standards and best practices
for public preschool programs and must encourage a school administrative unit to demonstrate coordination
with other early childhood programsin the community to maximize resources and provide comprehensive
services to meet the needs of children 4 years of age in accordance with this subchapter and rules adopted by
the commissioner. In awarding grants under this section, the commissioner shall give priority to a qualified
school administrative unit that has a greater percentage of economically disadvantaged students as determined
pursuant to section 15675, subsection 2 than other qualified school administrative units under this subsection
and in accordance with the following order of preference:

A. Thefirst preference must be to award grant funds to a qualified school administrative unit that does
not operate a public preschool program and that submits a plan for the development and operation of a
new public preschool program; and [ 2013, c¢. 581, 83 (NEW.]

B. The 2nd preference must be to award grant funds to a qualified school administrative unit that
operates a public preschool program and that submits a plan for the development and operation of an
expanded public preschool program. [ 2013, c¢. 581, 83 (NEW.]
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The commissioner shall adopt rules that establish criteriafor the approval of implementation plans and for
the awarding of start-up funds for the allowable costs of operating public preschool programs. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW .]

5. Application for federal public preschool funds. The department may apply for assistance from the
Federal Government for the development of public preschool programs for children 4 years of age on behalf
of school administrative units in the State. The department shall administer any federal funds received for
the benefit of public preschool programs in the State. As the designated state agency authorized to administer
federal funds, the department shall develop a state plan and application for funding public preschool programs
and shall disburse federal funds as authorized and required by applicable federal law. Beginning in fiscal year
2015-16, the department shall provide any federal funds received to qualified school administrative units as
part of the start-up funding provided for the devel opment and operation of public preschool programs under
this section. If federal funds are used as part of the start-up funds to operate new or expanded public preschool
programs, the students enrolled in these programs must be considered subsidizable pupils for purposes of state
subsidy calculations pursuant to chapter 606-B.

[ 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW .]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext includedin this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legidature and is current through August 1, 2014. Thetext issubject to
changewithout natice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our god
isnot to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform ressarch for or providelegd advice or interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact aqudified attorney.
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